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stand. We have too much use of meaningless 
big terms in education today. 
And now for materials to help you ! One ref- 
erence you should study thoroughly is the 1 enth 
Yearbook of the Department of Superintendence, 
Character Education. Ask your superintendent 
to lend you his copy. If he doesn't own it, the 
price is $2.00 and the address, Department of 
Superintendence, National Education Association, 
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Look in your superintendent's or supervisor s 
office for files of educational magazines. _ You 
will there find not only descriptions of units but 
also articles discussing your topic. Ihe women s 
magazines nearly all have a department contain- 
ing such material. Mrs. Shultz s articles in Bet- 
ter Homes and Gardens are particularly good. 
And both Parents and the Parent-Teachers Mag- 
azine will be of real help. . £ % r As to books with descriptions of units, 1 
suggest particularly Porter's The Teacher m the 
New School (World Book Company, Yonkers, 
New York) and Waddell and Others Major 
Units in the Social Studies (John Day Company, 
386 Fourth Avenue, New York City). Each ot 
these books describes a series of related activities 
in which children come to have sympathy for 
foreign children by learning more about them. 
Dear Letter Box: 
Help! S. O. S.—Save Our School! 
I need material that will instruct me just how 
to teach manuscript writing to beginners. I want 
to know all the whys as well as hows, tor 1 ve 
never even observed a lesson _ in writing m be- 
ginning first grade. You see, since leaving school 
I have been teaching in the middle grades in an 
adjoining county. Then this year I got a chance 
to come back home to teach a "primary grade 
Imagine how I felt when it turned out to be 
first grade! 
Until now, no manuscript writing has been 
taught in our town. But after a long talk with 
our supervisor, I received permission to try it. 
Do you wonder that I am sending a distress call. 
Do you think I am doing right to attempt the 
task at all? jAhE 
Yes you are right to try manuscript writing 
with your first grade. It makes beginning read- 
ing easier. It also gives the child command of 
the writing tool much earlier and with less 
strain. My only question has to do wltn t]J® 
attitude of the second-grade teacher. For she is 
the one who must help the children change to 
cursive writing. But she must be willing, since 
your supervisor encourages you to go ahead. 
Dr. Frank N. Freeman, of the Uniyersi^r of 
Chicago, is an authority on penmanship. I am 
mailing you a reprint of his article from the 
Elementary School Journal February 1936 en- 
titled, An Evaluation of Manuscript Writing. 
Extra copies of this reprint can be secured from 
the Zaner-Blosser Company, Columbus, _ Ohio. 
They also publish a two-book practice series en- 
titled, Front Print to Script. Book One is or 
first grade and Book Two for second grade. 
Both books contain valuable suggestions to the 
teacher. 
The A. N. Palmer Company, SS Fifth Avenue, 
Department P, New York City, publishes mater- 
ials for manuscript writing. For fifty cents this 
company will send you a sample of Show Me 
How to Write, Books One and Two, and also 
the Teacher's Guide. For $1.00 they will mclude 
a set of Blackboard Wall Cards containing the 
complete manuscript alphabet for display in the 
classroom. 
Of course you know that this writing should 
be a real experience for the child. That means 
that his main aim is to write, to label his draw- 
ing, or copy his story. But always the teacher 
has a second aim, to build good habits so the 
child will not have so much to unlearn later on. 
The difficult problem of teaching muscular^ arm 
movement is eliminated from manuscript writing. 
But correct position for paper and for body, cor- 
rect methods of holding the pencil and correct let- 
ter formation should be taught. The teacher must 
know all of this technique thoroughly. But she 
teaches the children only a small part at a time, 
first studying their work carefully to see where 
help is most needed. Whenever she can, she 
forms groups according to common needs, but 
much of the work has to be done with individ- 
uals. For no child should be taught a point m 
technique until he is ready for it. And never 
should he have so much teaching at one time 
that he becomes confused. 
THE READING TABLE 
Educational, Psychological and Personality 
Tests of 1936. By Oscar K. Euros New 
Brunswick, New Jersey: School of Education, 
Rutgers University. 141 pp. 1937. 75 cents. 
This second issue brings up to date the 
author's earlier study and includes reviews 
of books on measurement as well as re- 
views of the newer tests. Despite the crit- 
icism under which the testing movement 
finds itself there seems to be little let-up in 
the flood of new and revised tests of all 
sorts. The trend of the year would seem 
to be toward high school materials, with 
some new college and a good many ele- 
mentary tests as well. This is a painstaking 
and carefully done piece of work that will 
be useful to all directors of research, and 
to teachers and principals of schools. 
W. J. G. 
The Motion Picture in Education. (American 
Council on Education Studies) Washington 
D. C.; American Council on Education. 24 
pp. April, 1937. 10 cents. 
The study concerns the status and needs 
of visual education in this field with refer- 
ence to all levels of instruction. The 
American Council is undertaking a very 
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worthy project in the development not only 
of a clearing house of ideas on the subject, 
but also of concrete information as to the 
securing and using of these films. It will 
pay schools to keep in touch with the con- 
tinuing work of this organization in this 
field. 
W. J. G. 
Appraising the Elementary-School Program. (Sixteenth Yearbook of the Department of 
Elementary School Principals of the National 
Education Association.) Washington, D. C.: 
National Education Association. July, 1937. 
6S5 pp. $2.00. 
While any book offers certain difficulties 
of continuity of goal and thought, where 
fifty different authors are involved, never- 
theless this is a consistent and very signifi- 
cant effort at re-thinking traditional and 
progressive methods of school appraisal, 
testing, measurement, evaluation, or what- 
ever we see fit to call this important aspect 
of the teacher-learning act. It develops the 
notion of appraisal not only of the curricu- 
lum as taught but of the school organization 
and administration and equipment, as well 
as the school life. The emphasis is on the 
individualizing and diagnostic sides of the 
problem. No elementary school principal 
could work over this meaty volume and not 
find it likely to affect his program favorably. 
W. J. G. 
High School Teachers' Methods. By Charles 
Elmer Holley. Champaign, Illinois: The Gar- 
rard Press. 1937. 514 pp. $3.00. 
Another very conservative book but rath- 
er uniquely prepared. The author has an 
encyclopedic body of material in a good 
many of the chapters as he used different 
classes to collect the various suggestions to 
be found in magazines and textbooks on the 
topics traditionally found in a course on 
educational method. The young teacher, 
especially one with the minimum of profes- 
sional preparation, will find many sugges- 
tions in this book that will tide him over 
difficult problems of method and manage- 
ment. 
W. J. G. 
Problems of the Teacher in the New Second- 
ary School. By N. William Newsom and 
Forrest E. Long. New York: Inor Publish- 
ing Company. Revised, 1937. 202 pp. 
Methods of Teaching in Junior and Senior 
High Schools. By Earl R. Gabler and Robert 
W. Frederick. New York; Inor Publishing 
Company. Revised, 1937. 211 pp. 
These two outlines are the most recent 
additions to a long line of such materials 
covering the last fifteen years. 
The Gabler-Frederick volume recognizes 
in the introduction the notion of creative 
work and gives suggestions to pupil and 
teacher. The questions are rather thought- 
provoking. The chapters are given in out- 
line form. A lengthy bibliography is ap- 
pended. 
The Newsom-Long volume introduces 
each topic with a short essay of prepara- 
tion. The questions are voluminous. Each 
unit gives a standard test for the pupil of 
the true-false type; and one feels a little let 
down that such good materials should be 
subjected to this mechanical means of 
checking. 
W. J. G. 
American History Through Fiction. By D. S. 
Otis and Jacques Ozanne. (Adult Study Out- 
lines, No. 3). New York; Service Bureau for 
Adult Education, New York University. 1937. 
64 pp. Paper bound. SOc. 
This is announced as the first of a new 
type of pamphlets in history, economics, 
literature, etc., intended as a stimulus and 
guide to persons whose reading hours are 
limited. Outlines and discussion questions 
on nine historical novels are assembled so 
as to give a story of these four periods— 
The American Revolution: Arundel, by 
Kenneth Roberts; and Drums, by James 
Boyd. The Struggle for Democracy: Lewis 
Rand, by Mary Johnson; and The Cavalier 
of Tennessee, by Meredith Nicholson. A 
Preface to the Civil War: Children of the 
Market Place, by Edgar Lee Masters; Van- 
demarh's Folly, by Herbert Quick; God's 
Angry Man, by Leonard Ehrlich. The Civil 
War and Reconstruction: The Wave, by 
Evelyn Scott; The Forge, by T. S. Strib- 
ling. 
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General Biology Study Book. By H. H. and 
D V Van Alter. New York: Globe Book 
Co. 1937. Pp. 150. $1.00. 
This book is not a text in biology nor is it 
entirely a laboratory manual. It is rather 
an outline for a course in biology in which 
laboratory and study work are integrated. 
In each study a comparison with and appli- 
cation to man is made. The traditional atti- 
tude of biology for the sake of biology is 
subordinated to biology for the sake of 
people. The reading of this book will cause 
many teachers of the subject to alter and 
revise their aims and objectives. 
G. W. Chappelear 
face an audience with confidence and tech- 
nical skill. 
Here, then, is a good book about speech. 
Now let's put into more of the secondary 
schools of Virginia the course for which it 
is intended! The subject of speech has 
been too long neglected. 
Argus Tresidder 
3i Ease in Speech. By Margaret Painter. Boston: 
D. C. Heath & Co. 1937. 420 pages. $1.64. 
This is a thoroughly lively text for a 
high school course in public speaking. The 
author, a teacher in the Modesto (Califor- 
nia) High School, seems to have taken over 
some of Dale Carnegie's brisk methods of 
interesting potential speakers. She has, 
moreover, not only written amusingly about 
many of the problems of speech, but has 
had them cleverly illustrated by A. B. Sav- 
rann, whose cartoons admirably supplement 
the author's discussion. 
The two parts of the book, arranged for 
two semesters of study, divide up the sub- 
ject of public speaking into rather too many 
parts to be more than superficially covered 
in a year's course. No elementary course 
could possibly do justice to Miss Painter s 
comprehensive inclusion of chapters on 
Parliamentary Law, Speeches for Special 
Occasions, The Formal Address, Radio 
Speaking, and The Development of Public 
Speaking. Fortunately, however, the es- 
sentials are well presented, and the teachei 
may make judicious selections from the rest 
to suit his needs. Though some of the fun- 
damental ideas are too briefly discussed to 
be as effective as they should be, especially 
the section on the voice, the book seems to 
be an excellent one for secondary school 
use. It should take much of the fear out 
of the youthful speaker and help him to 
What Shall We Read About the Movies? By 
William Lewin, 138 Washington Street, New- 
ark, N. J.: Educational and Recreational 
Guides, Inc. 1937. Mimeographed. 21 pp. 
The subtitle of this eclectic bibliography, 
compiled by the chairman of the motion 
picture committee, Department of Second- 
ary Education, National Educational Asso- 
ciation, is "A Guide to the Many Books 
about Motion Pictures: Their History, 
Science, Industry, Art, Future—Compiled 
as an Aid to Photoplay Appreciation." 
The bibliography lists seventy-five books 
and sixteen periodicals about the moving 
pictures, with brief descriptive notes about 
each one. It would probably be a good 
addition to a reference library, especially 
because the notes are intelligent and help- 
ful, but Allardyce Nicoll, in his recent book, 
Film and Theatre, has a much more com- 
prehensive bibliography of the cinema. 
Argus Tresidder 
The Psychology and Teaching of Arithmetic. 
By Harry Grove Wheat. Boston: D. C. Heath 
& Co. 1937. 591 pp. $2.80. 
While the author includes an interesting 
history of the development of number, the 
major part of the book deals with the teach- 
ing of arithmetic. He considers number 
a means of expression and an instrument of 
thinking. 
To him, the purpose of teaching arithme- 
tic is not to solve problems. Rather it 
should provide individuals with ways of 
thinking, thus enabling them to handle with 
intelligence and a feeling of certainty the 
quantitative life situations which they meet. 
The author regards arithmetic as a logi- 
cal science and believes it should be taught 
and learned in an orderly, systematic man- 
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ner. To this end he uses that phase of life 
experience which will help in the systematic 
training of the pupil to reach a higher level 
rather than connects all arithmetic with life 
experience. He brands as fallacious the 
idea of seeking to provide a motive for 
learning a process before it is taught. He 
makes the child's goals (1) understanding, 
(2) accuracy, and (3) speed. 
Many definite helps and ideas for teach- 
ing the meanings and processes of elemen- 
tary arithmetic are given. One of the most 
interesting is to emphasize the importance 
of ten, grouping all numbers beyond nine 
as tens and dealing with them as such; an- 
other is to teach the meaning of zero as a 
place holder, thus eliminating all zero com- 
binations as meaningless and useless. 
Lavada Ratliff 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
With a total of 920 students registered 
for classes, the enrolment for the fall quar- 
ter of this year has reached a new high in 
the history of the college. Of this number 
734 are boarding students and 186 are en- 
rolled as day students. 
Eight hundred and three girls are from 
the State of Virginia, while 14 other states 
are represented as follows: West Virginia, 
30; New York, 28; Maryland, 25; North 
Carolina, 8; District of Columbia, 5; New 
Jersey, 4; Georgia, Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts, 2 each; Texas, Indiana, Missis- 
sippi, Florida, Pennsylvania, and South 
Carolina, 1 each. There are 4 students from 
Puerto Rico and 1 from Cuba, making a 
total of 117 out-of-state students. 
The 292 students registered for the Home 
Economics course is the largest number en- 
rolled in any curriculum. The course for 
elementary teaching comes next with a total 
registration of 286. One hundred and 
eighty-seven students have registered for 
the course for high school teaching. Twen- 
ty-five students are now working for a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, and 31 are taking 
the pre-nursing course. The course for 
nurses of the Rockingham Memorial Hos- 
pital has an enrolment of 37, while there 
are 62 students taking special courses. 
The Freshman class is the largest on 
campus, having a total of 341 members. 
The Sophomore class comes next with 239 
members. There are 145 Juniors and 133 
Seniors. 
Eighty-two students of the college this 
year are recipients of scholarships, 62 of 
them paid by the National Youth Admin- 
istration and 20 offered by the College. The 
NYA allotment to the college this year to- 
tals $930 a month, a slight cut from the 
$1,275 per month received by HTC stu- 
dents last year. 
The first number in the entertainment 
series will be on November 1, when Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner will be presented in a 
program of dramatic readings. Other num- 
bers scheduled will include the Jooss Euro- 
pean Ballet on February 23, and the Amer- 
ican Repertory Theatre, on a date unde- 
cided. 
Numbers for Homecoming in the spring 
have not yet been booked. 
HTC will be host to the annual tourna- 
ment of the Virginia Field Hockey Associa- 
tion November 5 and 6, for the first time 
since 1930. About 15 colleges have been 
invited to participate, bringing over 150 
undergraduate hockey players to the cam- 
pus. Games will be played on the afternoon 
of the fifth and the morning and afternoon 
of the sixth. The tournament luncheon is 
also scheduled for the sixth. 
Outstanding assembly exercises were held 
September 22 when Dr. William E. Dodd, 
ambassador to Germany, delivered the fall 
convocation address, and on September 29 
when memorial exercises to the late Sen- 
ator George N. Conrad were held and his 
portrait was presented to the college by the 
Alumnae Association. 
